
Updated Version: 

Happy Bookers Book Club 2019 
June2019 – December 2019 

 
June 

 

 

 
Ellie Mack was the perfect daughter. She was fifteen, the youngest of three. She was beloved by 
her parents, friends, and teachers. She and her boyfriend made a teenaged golden couple. She 
was days away from an idyllic post-exams summer vacation, with her whole life ahead of her. 

And then she was gone. 
Now, her mother Laurel Mack is trying to put her life back together. It’s been ten years since her 

daughter disappeared, seven years since her marriage ended, and only months since the last 
clue in Ellie’s case was unearthed. So when she meets an unexpectedly charming man in a café, 

no one is more surprised than Laurel at how quickly their flirtation develops into something 
deeper. Before she knows it, she’s meeting Floyd’s daughters—and his youngest, Poppy, takes 

Laurel’s breath away. 
Because looking at Poppy is like looking at Ellie. And now, the unanswered questions she’s tried 
so hard to put to rest begin to haunt Laurel anew. Where did Ellie go? Did she really run away 

from home, as the police have long suspected, or was there a more sinister reason for her 
disappearance? Who is Floyd, really? And why does his daughter remind Laurel so viscerally of 

her own missing girl? 
 

 
July 

 

 

 
Everywhere Katie Brenner looks, someone else is living the life she longs for, particularly her 

boss, Demeter Farlowe. Demeter is brilliant and creative, lives with her perfect family in a posh 
townhouse, and wears the coolest clothes. Katie’s life, meanwhile, is a daily struggle—from her 
dismal rental to her oddball flatmates to the tense office politics she’s trying to negotiate. No 
wonder Katie takes refuge in not-quite-true Instagram posts, especially as she's desperate to 

make her dad proud. 
Then, just as she’s finding her feet—not to mention a possible new romance—the worst happens. 

Demeter fires Katie. Shattered but determined to stay positive, Katie retreats to her family’s 
farm in Somerset to help them set up a vacation business. London has never seemed so far 
away—until Demeter unexpectedly turns up as a guest. Secrets are spilled and relationships 

rejiggered, and as the stakes for Katie’s future get higher, she must question her own 
assumptions about what makes for a truly meaningful life. 

 

 
August 

 

 

 
If you could make one simple choice that would change your life forever, would you? 

 Erin is a documentary filmmaker on the brink of a professional breakthrough, Mark a 
handsome investment banker with big plans. Passionately in love, they embark on a dream 

honeymoon to the tropical island of Bora Bora, where they enjoy the sun, the sand, and each 
other. Then, while scuba diving in the crystal blue sea, they find something in the water. . . . 

 Could the life of your dreams be the stuff of nightmares? 
 Suddenly the newlyweds must make a dangerous choice: to speak out or to protect their secret. 
After all, if no one else knows, who would be hurt? Their decision will trigger a devastating chain 

of events. . . . 
 Have you ever wondered how long it takes to dig a grave? 

 Wonder no longer. Catherine Steadman’s enthralling voice shines throughout this spellbinding 
debut novel. With piercing insight and fascinating twists, Something in the Water challenges the 
reader to confront the hopes we desperately cling to, the ideals we’re tempted to abandon, and 

the perfect lies we tell ourselves. 
 

 
September 

 

 

 
My real name, no one remembers. 

The truth about that summer, no one else knows. 
In the summer of 1862, a group of young artists led by the passionate and talented Edward 
Radcliffe descends upon Birchwood Manor on the banks of the Upper Thames. Their plan: to 
spend a secluded summer month in a haze of inspiration and creativity. But by the time their 

stay is over, one woman has been shot dead while another has disappeared; a priceless heirloom 
is missing; and Edward Radcliffe’s life is in ruins. 

Over one hundred and fifty years later, Elodie Winslow, a young archivist in London, uncovers a 
leather satchel containing two seemingly unrelated items: a sepia photograph of an arresting-
looking woman in Victorian clothing, and an artist’s sketchbook containing the drawing of a 

twin-gabled house on the bend of a river. 
Why does Birchwood Manor feel so familiar to Elodie? And who is the beautiful woman in the 

photograph? Will she ever give up her secrets? 
Told by multiple voices across time, The Clockmaker’s Daughter is a story of murder, mystery, 
and thievery, of art, love, and loss. And flowing through its pages like a river, is the voice of a 

woman who stands outside time, whose name has been forgotten by history, but who has 
watched it all unfold: Birdie Bell, the clockmaker’s daughter. 
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Two centuries after the Salem witch trials, there’s still one witch left in Massachusetts. But she 

doesn’t even know it. 
Take this as a warning: if you are not able or willing to control yourself, it will not only be you 

who suffers the consequences, but those around you, as well. 
New Oldbury, 1821 

In the wake of a scandal, the Montrose family and their three daughters—Catherine, Lydia and 
Emeline—flee Boston for their new country home, Willow Hall. 

The estate seems sleepy and idyllic. But a subtle menace creeps into the atmosphere, remnants 
of a dark history that call to Lydia, and to the youngest, Emeline. 

All three daughters will be irrevocably changed by what follows, but none more than Lydia, who 
must draw on a power she never knew she possessed if she wants to protect those she loves. For 

Willow Hall’s secrets will rise, in the end… 
 

 
November 

 

 

 
Do you ever suspect that everyone else has life figured out and you don’t have a clue? If so, 

Rachel Hollis has something to tell you: that’s a lie. 
As the founder of the lifestyle website TheChicSite.com and CEO of her own media company, 
Rachel Hollis developed an immense online community by sharing tips for better living while 
fearlessly revealing the messiness of her own life. Now, in this challenging and inspiring new 

book, Rachel exposes the twenty lies and misconceptions that too often hold us back from living 
joyfully and productively, lies we’ve told ourselves so often we don’t even hear them anymore. 
With painful honesty and fearless humor, Rachel unpacks and examines the falsehoods that 
once left her feeling overwhelmed and unworthy, and reveals the specific practical strategies 
that helped her move past them. In the process, she encourages, entertains, and even kicks a 

little butt, all to convince you to do whatever it takes to get real and become the joyous, 
confident woman you were meant to be. 

With unflinching faith and rock-hard tenacity, Girl, Wash Your Face shows you how to live with 
passion and hustle--and how to give yourself grace without giving up. 

 

 
December 

 

 

 
A suburban mother of two fantasizes about the downfall of an old friend whose wholesome 

lifestyle empire may or may not be built on a lie. A high-powered lawyer honeymooning with her 
husband is caught off guard by the appearance of the girl who tormented her in high school. A 

shy Ivy League student learns the truth about a classmate’s seemingly enviable life. 
Curtis Sittenfeld has established a reputation as a sharp chronicler of the modern age who 

humanizes her subjects even as she skewers them. Now, with this first collection of short fiction, 
her “astonishing gift for creating characters that take up residence in readers’ heads” (The 

Washington Post) is showcased like never before. Throughout the ten stories in You Think It, I’ll 
Say It, Sittenfeld upends assumptions about class, relationships, and gender roles in a nation 

that feels both adrift and viscerally divided. 
With moving insight and uncanny precision, Curtis Sittenfeld pinpoints the questionable 

decisions, missed connections, and sometimes extraordinary coincidences that make up a life. 
Indeed, she writes what we’re all thinking—if only we could express it with the wit of a master 

satirist, the storytelling gifts of an old-fashioned raconteur, and the vision of an American 
original. 

 
 

 

 


