
Brown Bag Book Club 
Second Tuesday of the Month at 1:00 p.m. 

Are you tired of reading the same genre, but not quite sure what book to choose to branch out? 
Do you love discussing all things book-related with people who share the same passion? 

Want to socialize and meet new friends? Come join us for book club!  
Pick up a copy of this month’s read at the main desk of the Library. 

 

March 12: The Keeper of Lost Things by Ruth Hogan 
A charming, clever, and quietly moving debut novel of endless possibilities and joyful discoveries that explores the prom-
ises we make and break, losing and finding ourselves, the objects that hold magic and meaning for our lives, and the 
surprising connections that bind us. Anthony Peardew is the keeper of lost things. Forty years ago, he carelessly lost a 
keepsake from his beloved fiancée, Therese. That very same day, she died unexpectedly. Brokenhearted, Anthony sought 
consolation in rescuing lost objects—the things others have dropped, misplaced, or accidently left behind—and writing 
stories about them. Now, in the twilight of his life, Anthony worries that he has not fully discharged his duty to reconcile all 
the lost things with their owners. As the end nears, he bequeaths his secret life’s mission to his unsuspecting assistant, 
Laura, leaving her his house and all its lost treasures, including an irritable ghost.  

Recovering from a bad divorce, Laura, in some ways, is one of Anthony’s lost things. But when the lonely woman moves into his mansion, 
her life begins to change. She finds a new friend in the neighbor’s quirky daughter, Sunshine, and a welcome distraction in Freddy, the rug-
ged gardener. As the dark cloud engulfing her lifts, Laura, accompanied by her new companions, sets out to realize Anthony’s last wish: 
reuniting his cherished lost objects with their owners.  
Long ago, Eunice found a trinket on the London pavement and kept it through the years. Now, with her own end drawing near, she has lost 
something precious—a tragic twist of fate that forces her to break a promise she once made. As the Keeper of Lost Objects, Laura holds the 
key to Anthony and Eunice’s redemption. But can she unlock the past and make the connections that will lay their spirits to rest? 

January 8: And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie 
A PBS Great American Read Top 100 Pick. One of the most famous and beloved mysteries from The Queen of Suspense—
Agatha Christie—now a Lifetime TV movie. 
First, there were ten—a curious assortment of strangers summoned as weekend guests to a private island off the coast of 
Devon. Their host, an eccentric millionaire unknown to all of them, is nowhere to be found. All that the guests have in  
common is a wicked past they're unwilling to reveal—and a secret that will seal their fate. For each has been marked for 
murder. One by one they fall prey. Before the weekend is out, there will be none. And only the dead are above suspicion.  

February 12: Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman 
No one’s ever told Eleanor that life should be better than fine. Meet Eleanor Oliphant: She struggles with appropriate so-
cial skills and tends to say exactly what she’s thinking. Nothing is missing in her carefully timetabled life of avoiding social  
interactions, where weekends are punctuated by frozen pizza, vodka, and phone chats with Mummy.  
But everything changes when Eleanor meets Raymond, the bumbling and deeply unhygienic IT guy from her office. When 
she and Raymond together save Sammy, an elderly gentleman who has fallen on the sidewalk, the three become the kinds 
of friends who rescue one another from the lives of isolation they have each been living. And it is Raymond’s big heart that 
will ultimately help Eleanor find the way to repair her own profoundly damaged one.  

April 9: Then She Was Gone by Lisa Jewell 
Ellie Mack was the perfect daughter. She was fifteen, the youngest of three. She was beloved by her parents, friends, and 
teachers. She and her boyfriend made a teenaged golden couple. She was days away from an idyllic post-exams summer 
vacation, with her whole life ahead of her. And then she was gone.  
Now, her mother Laurel Mack is trying to put her life back together. It’s been ten years since her daughter disappeared, 
seven years since her marriage ended, and only months since the last clue in Ellie’s case was unearthed. So when she meets 
an unexpectedly charming man in a café, no one is more surprised than Laurel at how quickly their flirtation develops into 
something deeper. Before she knows it, she’s meeting Floyd’s daughters—and his youngest, Poppy, takes Laurel’s breath 
away.  
Because looking at Poppy is like looking at Ellie. And now, the unanswered questions she’s tried so hard to put to rest begin 

to haunt Laurel anew. Where did Ellie go? Did she really run away from home, as the police have long suspected, or was there a more sinis-
ter reason for her disappearance? Who is Floyd, really? And why does his daughter remind Laurel so viscerally of her own missing girl?  
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May 14: The Hideaway by Lauren K. Denton 
When her grandmother’s will wrenches Sara back home, she learns more about Margaret Van Buren in the wake of 
her death than she ever knew in life. 
After her last remaining family member dies, Sara Jenkins goes home to The Hideaway, her grandmother Mags’s  
ramshackle B&B in Sweet Bay, Alabama. She intends to quickly tie up loose ends then return to her busy life and thriving 
antique shop in New Orleans. Instead, she learns Mags has willed The Hideaway to her and charged her with renovating 
it—no small task considering her grandmother’s best friends, a motley crew of senior citizens, still live there.  
Rather than hurrying back to New Orleans, Sara stays in Sweet Bay and begins the biggest house-rehabbing project of 
her career. Amid drywall dust, old memories, and a charming contractor, she discovers that slipping back into life at The 
Hideaway is easier than she expected.  
Then she discovers a box Mags left in the attic with clues to a life Sara never imagined for her grandmother. With help 

from Mags’s friends, Sara begins to piece together the mysterious life of bravery, passion, and choices that changed her grandmother’s 
destiny in both marvelous and devastating ways.  
When an opportunistic land developer threatens to seize The Hideaway, Sara is forced to make a choice—stay in Sweet Bay and fight for 
the house and the people she’s grown to love or leave again and return to her successful but solitary life in New Orleans.  

 

July 9: The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd 
Hetty “Handful” Grimke, an urban slave in early nineteenth century Charleston, yearns for life beyond the suffocating 
walls that enclose her within the wealthy Grimke household. The Grimke’s daughter, Sarah, has known from an early 
age she is meant to do something large in the world, but she is hemmed in by the limits imposed on women.  
Kidd’s sweeping novel is set in motion on Sarah’s eleventh birthday, when she is given ownership of ten year old Handful, 
who is to be her handmaid. We follow their remarkable journeys over the next thirty five years, as both strive for a life of 
their own, dramatically shaping each other’s destinies and forming a complex relationship marked by guilt, defiance, 
estrangement and the uneasy ways of love.  
As the stories build to a riveting climax, Handful will endure loss and sorrow, finding courage and a sense of self in the 
process. Sarah will experience crushed hopes, betrayal, unrequited love, and ostracism before leaving Charleston to find 
her place alongside her fearless younger sister, Angelina, as one of the early pioneers in the abolition and women’s rights 

movements.  
Inspired by the historical figure of Sarah Grimke, Kidd goes beyond the record to flesh out the rich interior lives of all of her characters, both 
real and invented, including Handful’s cunning mother, Charlotte, who courts danger in her search for something better. This exquisitely 
written novel is a triumph of storytelling that looks with unswerving eyes at a devastating wound in American  
history, through women whose struggles for liberation, empowerment, and expression will leave no reader unmoved. 

July 9: Sold on a Monday by Kristina McMorris 
2 CHILDREN FOR SALE 
The sign is a last resort. It sits on a farmhouse porch in 1931, but could be found anywhere in an era of breadlines, bank 
runs and broken dreams. It could have been written by any mother facing impossible choices.  
For struggling reporter Ellis Reed, the gut-wrenching scene evokes memories of his family’s dark past. He snaps a  
photograph of the children, not meant for publication. But when it leads to his big break, the consequences are more  
devastating than he ever imagined.  
At the paper, Lillian Palmer is haunted by her role in all that happened. She is far too familiar with the heartbreak of  
children deemed unwanted. As the bonds of motherhood are tested, she and Ellis must decide how much they are willing 
to risk to mend a fractured family.  
Inspired by an actual newspaper photograph that stunned the nation, Sold on a Monday is a powerful novel of love,  

redemption, and the unexpected paths that bring us home. 

August 13: The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek by Kim Michele Richardson 

The hardscrabble folks of Troublesome Creek have to scrap for everything—everything except books, that is. Thanks to 
Roosevelt’s Kentucky Pack Horse Library Project, Troublesome’s got its very own traveling librarian, Cussy Mary Carter. 
Cussy’s no only a book woman, however, she’s also the last of her kind, her skin a shade of blue unlike most anyone else. 
Not everyone is keen on Cussy’s family or the Library Project, and a Blue is often blamed for any whiff of trouble, 
If Cussy wants to bring the joy of books to the  hill folks, she’s going to have to confront prejudice as old as the  
Appalachias and suspicion as deep as the holler. 
Inspired by the true blue-skinned people of Kentucky and the brave and dedicated Kentucky Pack Horse library service of 
the 1930s, The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek is a story of raw courage, fierce strength, and one woman's belief 
that books can carry us anywhere―even back home.  



September 10: A Fall of Marigolds by Susan Meissner 
September 1911. On Ellis Island in New York Harbor, nurse Clara Wood cannot face returning to Manhattan, where the 
man she loved fell to his death in the Triangle Shirtwaist Fire. Then, while caring for a fevered immigrant whose own loss 
mirrors hers, she becomes intrigued by a name embroidered onto the scarf he carries...and finds herself caught in a  
dilemma that compels her to confront the truth about the assumptions she’s made. Will what she learns devastate her or 
free her?  
September 2011. On Manhattan’s Upper West Side, widow Taryn Michaels has convinced herself that she is living fully, 
working in a charming specialty fabric store and raising her daughter alone. Then a long-lost photograph appears in a 
national magazine, and she is forced to relive the terrible day her husband died in the collapse of the World Trade  
Towers…the same day a stranger reached out and saved her. Will a chance reconnection and a century-old scarf open 
Taryn’s eyes to the larger forces at work in her life?  

 

 

November 12: The Velveteen Daughter by Laurel David Huber 
The Velveteen Daughter reveals for the first time the true story of two remarkable women: Margery Williams Bianco, 
the author of one of the most beloved children's books of all time, The Velveteen Rabbit, and her daughter Pamela, a 
world-renowned child prodigy artist whose fame at one time greatly eclipses her mother's. But celebrity at such an early 
age exacts a great toll. Pamela's dreams elude her as she struggles with severe depressions, an overbearing father, an 
obsessive love affair, and a spectacularly misguided marriage. Throughout, her life raft is her mother. 
The glamorous art world of Europe and New York in the early 20th century and a supporting cast of luminaries—Eugene 
O'Neill and his wife Agnes (Margery's niece), Pablo Picasso, Gertrude Vanderbilt Whitney, and Richard Hughes, author 
of A High Wind in Jamaica—provide a vivid backdrop to the Biancos' story. From the opening pages, the novel will  
captivate readers with its multifaceted and resonates with its multifaceted and illuminating observations on art, family, 
and the consequences of genius touched by madness.  

December 10: Beneath a Scarlet Sky by Mark Sullivan 
Soon to be a major television event from Pascal Pictures, starring Tom Holland. 
Based on the true story of a forgotten hero, the USA Today and #1 Amazon Charts bestseller Beneath a Scarlet Sky is 
the triumphant, epic tale of one young man’s incredible courage and resilience during one of history’s darkest hours.  
Pino Lella wants nothing to do with the war or the Nazis. He’s a normal Italian teenager—obsessed with music, food, and 
girls—but his days of innocence are numbered. When his family home in Milan is destroyed by Allied bombs, Pino joins an 
underground railroad helping Jews escape over the Alps, and falls for Anna, a beautiful widow six years his senior.  
In an attempt to protect him, Pino’s parents force him to enlist as a German soldier—a move they think will keep him out 
of combat. But after Pino is injured, he is recruited at the tender age of eighteen to become the personal driver for Adolf 
Hitler’s left hand in Italy, General Hans Leyers, one of the Third Reich’s most mysterious and powerful commanders. 
Now, with the opportunity to spy for the Allies inside the German High Command, Pino endures the horrors of the war 

and the Nazi occupation by fighting in secret, his courage bolstered by his love for Anna and for the life he dreams they will one day share. 

October 8: The Lost Girls of Paris by Pam Jenoff 
A remarkable story of friendship and courage centered around three women and a ring of female secret agents  
during World War II. 
1946, Manhattan 
One morning while passing through Grand Central Terminal on her way to work, Grace Healey finds an abandoned  
suitcase tucked beneath a bench. Unable to resist her own curiosity, Grace opens the suitcase, where she discovers a 
dozen photographs—each of a different woman. In a moment of impulse, Grace takes the photographs and quickly 
leaves the station. 
Grace soon learns that the suitcase belonged to a woman named Eleanor Trigg, leader of a network of female secret 
agents who were deployed out of London during the war. Twelve of these women were sent to Occupied Europe as  
couriers and radio operators to aid the resistance, but they never returned home, their fates a mystery. Setting out to 

learn the truth behind the women in the photographs, Grace finds herself drawn to a young mother turned agent named Marie, whose 
daring mission overseas reveals a remarkable story of friendship, valor and betrayal. 
Vividly rendered and inspired by true events, New York Times bestselling author Pam Jenoff shines a light on the incredible heroics of the 
brave women of the war and weaves a mesmerizing tale of courage, sisterhood and the great strength of women to survive in the hardest 
of circumstances. History, through women whose struggles for liberation, empowerment, and expression will leave no reader unmoved. 


